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WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman John W. Olver (MA-1st) announced                that the Environmental Protection Agency has awarded a $150,000                brownfield grant to the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission                (MRPC). The grant will be used to create an assessment pilot program                that would be committed to the environmental and economic revitalization                of brownfield properties.

               "The EPA grant is a real testament to the community leaders'                dedication to redeveloping these sites," said Olver. "There                are a large number of abandoned and underutilized industrial sites                in this region that can be put to better use once levels of contamination                have been evaluated."

               The grant money was awarded for the Montachusett Region Brownfield                Reuse Initiative (MRBRI), which is designed to help return brownfield                properties to active reuse. The MRPC also received a Brownfields                Pilot Demonstration Pilot grant in 1998; the current grant will                continue the group's efforts to assess brownfield sites.

               "Redevelopment of these sites cannot move forward until assessment                of the properties is completed. MRPC's continued commitment to the                Brownfield Reuse Initiative is a valuable step toward economic revitalization                in the Montachusett Region," Olver said.

               Olver strongly supported the grant application, writing a letter                of support to lobby on MRPC's behalf. In 1998, Olver helped MRPC                secure the original $200,000 pilot grant from the EPA.

               Currently, MRPC has identified 32 sites for assessment activities.                The additional money will be used for five Phase I or preliminary                assessments, and two more detailed Phase II assessments.

               For more information, contact Laila Michaud of MRPC at 978-345-7376.
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